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This refers t£to Act N=o. 242 (13971, which changes the metaca
af e_acticn freom a3t large bo two double-merher Cistricts, adopts
2 disTriczting tlan, designatss Sivisions ‘A" and "BY to Districo 1
zrd Divisicns “I" and "T" teo District Z; and the precedures Zor
conducting an Cozcbhber 13, 13537, primary anc 3 November 15, L3937,
gereral =lection for the Shrevepor: City Zourt in 2essier ang
Caddsn Farishes, Louisiana. We recsived yvour surbmissicn on
Juns 2C, 1%%7; supplemental informacticn was recelwad on July 1.

This alsc refsars to vour razguest that bthe Abicryney Gerneral
recorarder arnd withdraw ths September &, 159z, Sbkjectlicon
interposed under Sectizcn £ oto: Act No.o £ 11563, wiich provices
chaz the ooundaries of the Shravspor:t CTity Court will be exparded
o imclude ar=aas annsxed To the Tity of Zhrasveport; AcT No. LE
{1970%, 5 che extent it coreat=ed 2 tnlixrd city cour:t JudgesniDd
iDivimien "I and Act Mo, S01 11552, to the exlent 1t created
a fourth clzy court iudgeship (Diwisicon "2, We received your
raguest oo June =1, 1527



-z -

r

ight of the new method of elacticn adepted 1o Act No. 240 we
wolld raoonsidery the okjscticrns interposed by the Attaorne
General to more Shan 300 annexaticns to tie Shrevepcrt City

CUTL .

o July 7, 1597, we notifisd inTszressted parties that in

our reconsideraticrn of cur objecticns to
cpenad Zecticn 5 consideration of a

g Wo. 77 (1954 from the city court of

n. previsusly annexed withcout Ssction 5

F*rallv, hases <o
ne arnexabticns, wes s
dearnexation EDrdinanc
terricory that nad bee
nrao.earance.

Irn interocsing our previcus onjections to woting changes
gubmicTed on nehalf of the SBhreveport City Court, we explained
thact the submit:zed annexations o the bcuﬁda?ias arcd electoraze
of The oours vesulted rn 2n Ii-percentageE-point reducticn in che
Tingcrity populaticr whick, In the context of vacial bloc veoting
znat sppezred to sharacterize Ity court elections, resulted im &
retrccrﬂssimn in tze apility of ZlLack voters toc elect carndidabas

f their choize. We noted that such & resuclt may neverthelsss
warrant crec_esrance vnader Section 5 if the city couxrt had an
zlsctoral system “wiich would afford [black vorsars]
representacion reaacramlv aquivalent to tP61* oclitical strength

in the enlarged gcommunity.” City of Iich v, Init= —=a,

422 7.5, 3TE, 3T i'STﬁl chever, Sur examlnati:n o both :he
e_ectorz. system currartly in plage and the cne proposed to be
imgleamented oy Act No. SC1 (1333 concluded Zhat nmeither Zalrly
relliacnad ninorisy voblng strsnoTi

Tn osonoTsst, e deukle-menber distslict s2lecticn systam
croposed Dy Act Mo, 240 012870, containing ones district with a
Elack wooing z2ge peorulat-cn of 65 percsent, oprovides the miznorizy
CoTmurity re"resen:a:i:n fairly reilscting thelrs voting strengza
:r thke enlarged pourdaries of the city cou

Accordingiy, tha Attowney feneral dpes not interpose any
objecticn o AcT No. 2473 (1337 and the deannexation (Ordirance
WMo, 77 018845 In additicrn, pursuant to Sscticn 31.42ik) of the
Procedures, the obhiscticns interposed To At No. & (13681, which
wrovides that the pourdaries ¢f the Shrsveport CTity Court will b2
expanded bo inelude arsas annexsd to tie Cizy of Shreveporc; AcT
Mo, 15 (L9701, to the sxtent it creazsd a zhird city court
“udgeship (Divisicon "C"r; and Act Nc. 301 (1992), tc the exient
it sreated a fourth ity cours judgesnip (Civisicen 0", are
nereby withdrawn Hdowevar, we note That the failure cf the
attorney Serseral to objsct does not kar subkseguent livigaticn ta
2njcin the safsrcement of £he changss See Z8 Z.F.E. S1.41



Act No. 6 {1%68; are snakling in nature.
Therzfore, the City <of Shreveport and the Shrevepcrt City Court
arz nct relieved of their responsibilicy to seesk Section §
presiearance con sehalf of keth jurisdiccions for boundazy changses
whicn affect keth enzities. Of course, ZIoxr those cizv
annexatlions and deannexatlicns iavolving terrizory wizhin Ward 4
of Cadde Parish. preclearance should e scught oniy for che CLc
of Shreveport inasmuch as szate law provicdes that the entirsty of
Ward 4 lies within the kcocundaries of the city court.

The prmvis‘ons of

We understand that zhe schadule for the spegizl city court
glections is no lenger capable of admirnistration as originally
proposed because the cancidace cualifyirg period, due o begin on
hususz 13, 1527, was a0t cpensed as schedulied because ol the
gisencs of Zection §© preclsarance. Accordincly, the Attoroey
Zeraral wil: maxe nc deterTvination with regard to The special
2 _ecticon procedures 3as submittbted., See 28 C.7.E, 51.25 and 32.35.
Wher ar =lectien schedule incorporating a new qLa‘i ying pericd
1z adopted, preclearance under Secticon & should be scughz. We
are prﬂpa*ed tc provide expeditsd gensiderztion to the sukmissicn
of Che new slection scheduls sz thar electiosns o the ZEhrevencro
Zity Court notb ke further

o
Actling Assisztant &rIcroey Ceneral



